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cessful at the same task. Success with the form-board type
of test requires both motor co-ordination and ability to see
relationships. Speed, too, is a factor in some cases. Children
two years of age fail on form boards with eight different
forms but succeed on less complex boards having only four
forms.
Primitive children of the Manus tribe did not appear to
follow a pattern that has commonly been believed to repre-
sent a primitive process of thought.22 They showed a nega-
tive rather than a positive tendency to endow everything
with intentions and a personality. Piaget's evidences of
animism in the children whom he studied may be the result
of the education and culture in which that particular group
grew up rather than a fundamental stage in the development
of children's thinking.
Children have to think whenever they want something
they cannot get. When constructive activity is well under
way, difficulties arise which demand thought. For example,
if a child's play house built of boxes tumbles down, he must
invent a more secure way of placing them. If the tower
he is building grows beyond his reach, he must devise some
means of climbing up on a chair or a box placed on a chair
in order to add more blocks to the edifice. A problem in
which the child is interested is essential in order to stimu-
late and direct thought. Children should be allowed to
handle many of the natural problems which parents and
teachers often settle for them. If children are permitted
to do things for themselves, rather than being pampered
and waited on hand and foot, they will find plenty of prob-
lems and will have to think in order to solve them. A child
who loses a ball under a piano may finally succeed in push-
ing it out with a stick after he has tried unsuccessfully to
get his arm underneath the piano or to throw small objects
after the ball. Guidance in reasoning, at its best, consists
in setting up a situation in which the child can control his
22 Margaret Mead, "An Investigation of the Thought of Primitive Children:
with Special Reference to Animism: Preliminary Report," The Journal of
the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, LXII
(January-June, 1932), 173-190.